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EDITORIAL

In this issue we publish another selection 
of the John Roberts reports from his Lon-
don based consultancy TEST.  These re-
ports were decades ahead of their time 
and a salutary reminder that in many ways 
we have all the evidence we need to show 
that endless growth in vehicle numbers, 
car dependency and distances travelled is 
avoidable.  Roberts calls this “trip degen-
eration”.  Like Mayer Hillman in the 1970s 
Roberts was well aware of the multiple 
advantages associated with increases in 
walking and cycling and the benefits for 
traditional retailing and high streets of pe-
destrian areas.
   
The prolific output from the TEST consul-
tancy is a reminder that in many ways we 
do not need more research on sustainable 
transport.  We have known the full story for 
4 decades and yet politicians still refuse to 
embrace the shift in priorities and spend-
ing and sustainable outcomes that Roberts 
advocated.

In many ways the political situation around 
the world is much worse than it was in the 
1970s and 1980s.  In the UK the exam-
ple of Shropshire Council, the highway and 
transport authority for this English county, 
is typical.  Shropshire Council refuses to 
adopt 30kph speed limits to protect chil-
dren and other vulnerable groups, reduce 
road traffic danger and promote walking 
and cycling.  The same council can find 
over £20 million to part fund a small sec-
tion of road near the town of Shrewsbury 
and at the same time it cuts bus funding 
and talks about closing the bus station.  
Walking and cycling conditions in Shrews-
bury are very poor quality and air pollu-
tion is a problem.  Public Health England, a 
national public health government agency, 
reports that Shropshire has “a significant-
ly worse record of killed and injured on 
roads than the England average”.  Shrop-
shire Council which is responsible for road 
safety has done nothing to address this 
finding and refuses to accept World Health 
Organisation advice on the need to adopt 
30kph/20mph as a scientifically proven 
method of reducing death and injury on 
roads.

Shropshire Council is a very clear exam-
ple of the political rejection of sustainable 
transport insights and policies that will re-
duce congestion, pollution, death and in-
jury and improve public health and this is 
unlikely to change.

We are very grateful to the Foundation 
for Integrated Transport for its financial 
support of the time consuming process 
of scanning and preparing for publication 
these TEST reports and grateful to Andrew 
Williams who has done this work

http://integratedtransport.co.uk/projects-
funded/

John Whitelegg
Editor

traditional retailing and high streets of pe

http://integratedtransport.co.uk/projects-funded/
http://integratedtransport.co.uk/projects-funded/
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